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On June 1, the Paraguayan congress unanimously declared Juan Carlos Wasmosy president-elect of
the country. Wasmosy ran as the candidate of the governing National Republican Alliance (Alianza
Nacional Republicana, ANR known as the Colorado Party) in the May 9 elections. Wasmosy will
be inaugurated August 15 (for previous coverage of elections, see NotiSur 05/14/93.) According to
the final results released by the Central Electoral Tribunal (Junta Electoral Central, JEC), Wasmosy
received 39.91% of the valid votes cast, followed by 32.13% for Domingo Laino of the Authentic
Radical Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Radical Autentico, PLRA) and 23.14% for Guillermo Caballero
Vargas of the National Encounter party (Encuentro Nacional, EN). Recognition of Wasmosy's
victory was withheld by the PLRA and the EN both of which had launched extensive charges of
fraud in favor of the pro-government candidate pending official results from the congressional
races. The announcement that the opposition will have a majority in both houses of the legislature
paved the way for the belated recognition of Wasmosy's victory. Together, the PLRA and EN
will control 55% of the seats in the Senate and 52% in the Chamber of Deputies. The breakdown
of seats in the Senate will be as follows: ANR with 20 seats, PLRA with 17 and EN with 8. In the
Chamber of Deputies, the ANR will have 38 seats, the PLRA 33 and the EN 9. Analysts believe that
opposition control of the congress augurs well for bringing about political changes in Paraguay.
Under the 1992 constitution, congress is empowered to appoint members of the Supreme Court,
to ratify new promotions to the rank of general in the military, and to approve, as well as oversee
administration of, the national budget. Notwithstanding their eventual decision to recognize
Wasmosy's victory, extensive charges of electoral fraud were protested by the opposition parties
in the initial days and weeks following the elections. Chief among these were a series of charges
regarding the use of public resources for ANR campaigns and the closing of the country's borders
on election day in order to block the return of voters residing abroad, the majority of whom were
considered supporters of opposition candidates. Other instances of fraud denounced by the
opposition included: some ballots arrived at the JEC installations open or tampered; voting stations
were moved from the originally designated locations without proper notification; voter identity
cards were falsified in order to allow ineligible voters to cast ballots; Colorado supporters were
allowed to register to vote after expiration of the official registration deadline; and the government
posted armed soldiers to guard the ballot boxes in an effort to intimidate voters. [Sources: Inter
Press Service, 05/12/93, 05/14/93; Radio Havana Cuba (Cuba), 05/14/93, 05/18/93; Notimex, 05/17/93,
05/19/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/13/93, 05/14/93, 05/17/93, 05/18/93, 05/20/93, 05/24/93, 05/25/93,
05/31/93; Spanish news service EFE, 05/12/93, 05/13/93, 05/19/93, 05/21/93, 05/31/93, 06/01/93]
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